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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,3, 8-12, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmanski et al. (5,189,822). 

Regarding claim 1, Schmanski et al. disclose a sign, in particular an information 
sign, having a main body 10 (col. 3, line 29; see fig. 1) and a transparent covering panel 
28 (col. 4, line 2; see fig. 1), connected detachably with the main body, for a sheet-form 
information carrier 30 (col. 4, line 11; see fig. 1) suitable for accommodation between 
the main body 10 and the covering panel 28, and having means for securely holding 
together the main body, the covering panel 28 and the information carrier 30, the main 
body 10 being provided at two mutually opposing edges with guide grooves 18 (col. 4, 
line 36; see fig. 1) for two likewise mutually opposing edges of the covering panel 28 
and of the information carrier 30, characterized in that the main body 10 additionally 
comprises at least one undercut groove 22 (col. 3, line 56; see fig. 1) between its edges 
provided with guide grooves 18, said additional groove serving to accommodate at least 
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one clamping slide 32 (col. 4, line 18; see fig. 1), the end of which remote from the 
center of the groove forms a holder for one of the edges of the covering panel 28 and of 
the information carrier 30 not engaging in the guide grooves 18 (see fig. 2, where the 
slide is not in contact with the side groove 16). 

Regarding the limitation of said undercut groove accommodating at least one 
clamping slide (15), Schmanski et al. fail to disclose the limitation. However, the 
undercut groove of the Schmanski et al. is integrally formed with the main body panel 
10. Therefore, the clamping slide that accommodating the guide grooves while holding 
the panel and cover also accommodating the undercut groove since it is integrally 
formed. 

Regarding claim 3, Schmanski et al. disclose its main body 1 0 takes the form of a 
portion of an extruded profile. 

Regarding claim 4, Schmanski et al. disclose the undercut groove 22 forms a 
rectangular channel open toward the front of the sign (see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Schmanski et al. disclose the main body is provided at its rear 
with ribs 14 (col. 3, line 34; see fig. 1) extending parallel to the guide grooves 18. 

Regarding claim 6, Schmanski et al. disclose the undercut groove 22 projects 
slightly beyond the free ends of the ribs 14 (see fig 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Schmanski et al. disclose the rear wall of the undercut groove 
22 is provided with holes 24 (col. 3, line 65; see fig. 1) for fastening screws 26 (col. 3, 
line 67; see fig. 2). 
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Regarding claim 10, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 comprise 
narrow webs 46 (col. 4, line 24; see fig. 3) engaging over the edges of the covering 
panel 28. 

Regarding claim 11, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 rest via 
clamping webs 40 (col. 4, line 52; see fig. 2, 3) against inner walls of the undercut 
groove 22. 

Regarding claim 12, Schmanski et al. disclose the clamping slides 32 take the 
form of injection molded parts of plastics material (col. 6, line 29). 

Regarding claim 17, Schmanski et al. disclose its main body takes the form of a 
portion of an extruded profile. 

Regarding claim 8, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose the holes take the form of 
slots offset relative to one another by 90°. However, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to offset the holes by 90 degree since it 
will still perform the similar function, because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 9 and 18, Schmanski et al. disclose portions 38 (col. 4, line 41; 
see fig. 3) of the clamping slides 32 introducible into the undercut groove, but fails to 
disclose the portions form covers for the holes and the heads of fastening screws. 
However, Schmanski et al. disclose any modification to the slides regarding size and 
shape are apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the plate to cover 
the screw for the purpose of preventing any damage or accidents. 
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Claims 13-16, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schmanski et al. in view of Deniz (US 2007/0101629). 

Regarding claim 13, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose at least one clamping slide 
is provided in the area of its end forming the holder with a display panel which can be 
swiveled to and fro between two positions. However, Deniz discloses a clamping slide is 
provided in the area of its end forming the holder with a display panel 24 (para 0017, 
line 1; see fig. 2) which can be swiveled to and fro between two positions. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
the teaching of Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et al. for the purpose of display 
information. 

Regarding claim 14, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose the end of the clamping 
slide forming the holder is constructed in the manner of a plate, which comprises at its 
rear edge a bearing block for the display panel. However, Deniz discloses the end of the 
clamping slide forming the holder is constructed in the manner of a plate, which 
comprises at its rear edge a bearing block 16 (para 0016; line 1; see fig. 1) for the 
display panel. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to use the teaching of Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et al. for 
the purpose of allowing the display panel to swivel. 

Regarding claims 15 and 19, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose only the end of the 
clamping slide projecting beyond the top edge of the main body is provided with a 
display panel. However, Deniz discloses only the end of the clamping slide projecting 
beyond the top edge of the main body is provided with a display panel 24 (see fig. 1, 2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to use the teaching of Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et al. because it is 
simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 16 and 20, Schmanski et al. fail to disclose one of its end 
positions, the display panel covers the end of the clamping slide projecting beyond the 
main body. However, Deniz discloses one of its end positions, the display panel 24 
covers the end of the clamping slide projecting beyond the main body. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
the teaching of Deniz in the invention of Schmanski et al. because it is simple and 
inexpensive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SYED A. ISLAM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7768. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul D. Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IS. A. I./ 
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